
As we step into 2025, we’re excited to reflect on what has been an incredible year of growth and opportunity for 

Wide Open Spaces! Our dedication to expanding experiences in this picturesque landscape of our country has 
led to some remarkable developments, and we can’t wait to share them with you.

One of our standout successes in 2024 has been the Herold Wine Trail, which has quickly become a popular 
guided walking experience in the George area. This scenic trail, which winds through stunning Outeniqua 
mountains and fynbos vegetation, has captivated both local residents and international tourists alike. With its 

breathtaking views and the chance to sample exceptional wines from the region, the Herold Wine Trail has 
turned into a must-do adventure for those seeking to immerse themselves in the beauty of South Africa’s wine 

country. We are thrilled to see so many visitors connecting with our vibrant local culture and enjoying the 
exquisite offerings of our wine estates.

We’re also proud to announce that bookings for our recently launched Karoo Stone Folk Slackpacking Trail, set 
to open in 2025 near Nieu Bethesda, have exceeded all expectations! This trail is a tribute to the timeless 

beauty of the Karoo region and offers adventurers a unique opportunity to explore its vast landscapes while 
enjoying the comforts of slackpacking. The growing demand for authentic, nature-based experiences in South 

Africa has inspired us to create this trail, and we’re excited to meet the eager adventurers who are ready to 
embrace the charm of the Karoo.
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**Discover the Herold Wine Trail**

﻿﻿

**Exciting Developments in Slackpacking**



Hiking is a rewarding and invigorating outdoor activity allowing individuals to connect with nature, improve 

physical fitness, and enjoy breathtaking landscapes. However, the allure of hiking also comes with inherent risks, 
especially for those who are inexperienced. This is where guides play a crucial role in ensuring safety and 

enhancing the hiking experience.

** Importance of Guides for Inexperienced Hikers **

Understanding Trail Routes Education and Skill Development

One of the primary advantages of hiking with a 
guide is their expertise in navigating trail routes. 

Trail systems can be complex; they often feature 
varied terrains, changing conditions, and 

unexpected obstacles. 

Inexperienced hikers may struggle to read maps or 
navigate with GPS devices, which can lead to 

getting lost. Guides possess intimate knowledge of 
the trails, helping hikers select appropriate routes 

that match their physical fitness and skill levels 

while avoiding areas that could pose challenges.

Guides serve as educators, providing valuable 
information on navigation techniques, essential 

gear, and trail etiquette. 

They can teach inexperienced hikers about the 

principles of Leave No Trace, ensuring the natural 
environment is preserved for future generations. 

Additionally, guides can offer practical skills, such 

as using a compass, identifying local flora and 
fauna, and understanding how to respond to 

emergencies.

Risk Management Building Confidence

Inexperienced hikers often underestimate the risks 
associated with hiking, including sudden weather 

changes, wildlife encounters, and injuries.

Guides are trained to assess these risks and 

prepare hikers for potential dangers. They can 
monitor group dynamics, recognize signs of 

exhaustion or distress, and make decisions that 

prioritize safety during the hike.

For example, a guide can identify when to turn back 
due to worsening weather or fatigue among group 

members. Taking insufficient water/liquids on hikes 
is a common occurrence amongst inexperienced 

hikers. Depending on fresh water from streams to 
fill one’s water bottles often leads to hikers ending 

up with no water. In South Africa, heat is a major 

element that hikers face and carrying sufficient 
water is critical.

For those new to hiking, the presence of a 
knowledgeable guide can foster confidence. 

Inexperienced hikers may feel apprehensive about 
their abilities, but a guide provides encouragement, 

support and a sense of camaraderie. This 
supportive environment helps individuals push 

their limits safely, encouraging further exploration 

and a greater love for the outdoors.

In summary, guides play an essential role in 
enhancing the hiking experience for inexperienced 

individuals. They offer expertise in navigation, risk 
management, education, and emotional support, 

significantly reducing potential dangers associated 
with hiking. By engaging the services of 

experienced guides, novice hikers can enjoy the 

beauty of the trails while ensuring their safety and 
well-being, ultimately fostering a deeper 

appreciation for nature and outdoor activities.



In a testament to our commitment to promoting the adventure tourism sector, Wide Open Spaces was invited 

to become a member of the George Trails initiative. This exciting collaboration aims to elevate George as an 
adventure tourism hub, showcasing the vast array of trails and outdoor experiences available in the region. We 

are incredibly proud to be part of this initiative, which will not only enhance the visibility of George as a premier 
destination for adventure seekers but also foster a community of like-minded adventurers who share a passion 
for the great outdoors.

Email us at anthonyr@wospaces.co.za

**Joining the George Trails Initiative**

Thanks to all our supporters, partners, and adventurers who make our 
journey possible. We look forward to another year of creating 

unforgettable experiences, connecting people with nature, and 
celebrating the incredible landscapes of South Africa.

Stay tuned for more updates and get ready to unleash your adventurous 
spirit!

Any questions, or keen to book?


